UP    TO    THE    PRESENT
what I had fervently hoped for, but not expected, and as I
spread the great news to my friends in the Mission, among
the comments were : " She must be a very brave girl to
marry you," and " .Yes, it is about time you got some good
looks in your family."
For a few months more I worked away at Neyyoor,
drawing plans for the new women's hospital, setting up
the X-ray plant, operating, going round the wards with
Pugh,, and from him learning a great deal about tropical
diseases and how to handle them, all the time doing Tamil
and getting to feel less lonely as I got to know a few
Indians and began to look forward to a real home of my own.
In April of the following year, Pugh went for his holiday
in the hills, and I found myself for the first time in charge
of Neyyoor single-handed. I vaguely remember bothering
Pugh with a number of letters in which I referred some of
the problems to him. As yet, I hadn't learned the ways of
the country, and used to take things like anonymous letters
and quarrels too seriously. Whilst Pugh was away, the
women's wards were empty. No respectable woman in
India would allow an unmarried doctor to attend to her.
That at any rate cut down my work and responsibility a
little, but there seemed to be plenty to do, and no doubt a
number of the staff thought it a fit occasion to try out the
new doctor and see how he reacted to petty annoyances.
At last Pugh got back, and in a few months more I sailed
for home and wedding bells.
My fiancee and I had only two weeks of life together
before we entered the unknown as man and wife—a most
unsatisfactorily short time for what is supposed by many
to be the most blissful period of youth. But it couldn't
be helped ; marriage and a honeymoon had to be finished
as soon as possible so that I could get back to India. We
were married in Dr. Horton's church in Lyndhurst Road,
Hampstead, on July 3oth, 1925, and set out for Norway
the next day. There we spent three weeks walking in the
mountainous Jotunheim, which we crossed from east to
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